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CHANDLER
ANNOUNCES INITIATIVES

TO TOUGHEN
TELEMARKETING

“NO CALL” LIST
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   The Senior Alert Network for Crime Prevention. �����

Attorney General Ben Chandler  announced
February 1st his support for a bill that would
finally give Kentuckians the ability to protect
themselves from unwanted telemarketing calls.
House Bill 155’s primary sponsor  was Rep-
resentative Jack Coleman of Burgin.   Chan-
dler  was joined at the announcement in the
Capitol Rotunda by Representative Jack
Coleman; Representative Mike Weaver; Diana
Mey, a West Virginia consumer  advocate who
gained national attention fighting unwanted
telemarketing calls; Bob Bulmarsh, an Illinois
consumer advocate who gained national atten-
tion as the founder of Private Citizen, Inc., an
organization dedicated to protecting consumer
privacy from abuses by the telemarketing in-
dustry; Phil Hulsman, Chairperson of the
AARP State Legislative Committee; and Frank
Hatfield, Executive Director of the Kentucky
Retired Teachers Association.

“An endless number of telemarketing compa-
nies are making annoying and sometimes
fraudulent calls into the privacy of our homes,”
Chandler said.  “And these callers are usually
trying to sell us goods and services that we
don’t want and haven’t requested,” he said.
Since February 1st, Chandler has taken this
message to Kentuckians throughout the state
and supported a second bill (House Bill 54)
similar to HB 155 that passed the House.
Currently,  HB 54 will be under  consideration
of  a  Conference Committee of  House and
Senate leaders to meet March 22nd or 23rd.

 “Even though Kentucky was one of the first
ten  states to enact a state-maintained ‘No
Call’ list, Kentucky has the second highest num-
ber of exemptions and the lowest number of
telemarketers using the list,” Chandler said.
“House Bill  54 would greatly increase the num-
ber of telemarketers that must obey the ‘No
Call’ list,” Chandler said.  “Telemarketing fraud
amounts to over  $40 billion per year nation-
ally.  This bill would create a ‘Zero Call’ list for
all persons who voluntarily asked to join the list
in order to stop all received telemarketing calls,”
he said.

“Our current telemarketing law is embarrass-
ing,” Chandler said.  “One of the national
evening news programs quoted consumer ad-
vocates calling Kentucky’s current ‘No Call’
list a ‘farce’ on national television,” he said.
“President Abraham Lincoln once described our
system of government as a ‘government for the
people,’” Chandler said.  “But our ‘No Call’
list with 22 loopholes is not government for the
people,” he said.  “It’s government for the spe-
cial interests and lobbyists,” he said.  “If we are
in fact a government for the people, we must
give the people of this state the right to protect
themselves from annoying and fraudulent
telemarketing phone calls,” Chandler said.
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Lexington-Fayette County TRIAD Holiday Service
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Loren “Squirrel” Carl and Jeff
Lagrew of Versailles, members of
Kentucky Attorney General Ben
Chandler’s staff, have been honored
by the International Association of
Financial Crimes Investigators
(IAFCI), Kentuckiana Chapter.

Carl was named Law Enforcement
Officer of the Year and Lagrew was
recognized as Prosecutor of the Year.

Carl is the director of the Attorney
General’s Financial Integrity Enforce-
ment Division.  He was honored for
succesfully lobbying to get passage of
House Bill��4, Kentucky’s identity

The Lexington-Fayette County
TRIAD partnered with the Office of
the Fayette County Sheriff to deliver
200 Christmas food baskets to needy
families on December 11, 2000.
TRIAD members along with the
Sheriff’s Office personnel, met at
Meijers to assemble the baskets and
several TRIAD members rode along
with the deputies to deliver them.  The
Fraternal Order of Police were also
instrumental in the success of the pro-
gram through their generous donation.

Lexington-Fayette County TRIAD
continues to distribute Vial of Life
Packets to their elderly population.
To date they have distributed ap-
proximately 14,000 vials in the com-
munity.  The Vial of Life program aids
Emergency Medical Service person-
nel by providing them with valuable
medical information on their patients
in the event of an emergency, saving
precious time and having the poten-
tial of saving lives.

theft law, which�became effective in
July of 2000.

“Carl has helped send a message to
criminals across the country that we
will locate and prosecute them to the
fullest extent of Kentucky’s law,” said
Chandler.

Carl also investigates food stamp
fraud, sale of counterfeit items, and
election fraud cases.

Lagrew, an Assistant Deputy Attor-
ney General, was honored for
hiswork with Chandler’s Senior
Crime College.  The program focuses

on preventing physical and financial
crimes against the elderly, including
telemarketing fraud, home improve-
ment and repair scams, sweepstakes
scams, personal and home protection,
and identity theft.

Said Chandler, “Jeff Lagrew has
workedd tirelessly traveling to over
100 counties to help protect
Kentucky’s senior citizens.”

Since the creation of the senior pro-
gram, Lagrew has worked to educate
over 20,000 seniors and 1,000 bank-
ers across the Commonwealth.
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The Attorney General’s  OFFICE OF SENIOR PROTECTION

   The Senior Alert Network for Crime Prevention.
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The Kentucky Senior Snooper

This newsletter is for informational purposes only.
To share news for senior citizens, please write:
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If you know someone who would like to receive this publication

or you yourself would like to receive it electronically,

please contact our office at:

502/696-5610

or send an e-mail to:

Roberta.Merideth@law.state.ky.us

Traditionally, seniors have been  a favorite target  of a variety of scams, among  them  travel  certificates and
time-share promotions.  But with the proliferation of  home computers and the Internet, fraud con artists have
found  still another  way  to target their  victims.

Travel  scams don’t affect only a few gullible Americans -- any one in any income bracket can fall victim.
Indeed, a  survey conducted  by the AARP found that one in  every six  consumers -- the equivalent of 32
million Americans -- believed  that  they  had  been the  victim  of  a  fraud  or  swindle in 1999.  Below are some
tips on avoiding  travel  scams:

n Stay away from travel  offers that sound too good to be true, partiularly if you have been
solicited by phone or have received a postcard or travel  certificate in the mail.

n Never give your credit card number or  any information  about your bank account over  the
phone to a  solicitor unless you intiated the transaction and are confident about the company
with whom you are doing business.

n Never give a courier  a cashier’s check or money order in exchange for information about a
travel  package.

n Get complete details in writing  about any  trip prior to payment.  These  details  should  include
total cost (including taxes, port charges, service fees  and surcharges), terms and  conditions,
restrictions, cancellation penalties (if any) and  specific information  about  all  components of the
package.

n Don’t call a  900-number in response to a travel solicitation.   It can be costly.

n Walk away from high-pressure sales presentations that don’t allow  you  time to evaluate the
offer or  which  require you to disclose your  income.

n Be  cautious  with  companies that require you to wait  at least 60 days to take your  trip  and
require  that you  select  several  days  of  departure for your trip.
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The Senior Snooper is looking for people, born in the 1800’s. Send us their names & addresses. We’re sending out special
greetings and want to include them.  Mail to:  Office of the Attorney General,  Office of Senior Protection,
 700 Capitol Avenue,  Frankfort, KY 40601   Attn: Whitney Hale

Susan Blake came to the Office of the
Attorney General in 1997.  Previously,
the University of Kentucky Law
School graduate has worked in New
York in a law firm and in insurance,
and more recently in the Fayette
County Commonwealth Attorney’s
Office.  She was hired as a Child
Sexual Abuse Prosecution Specialist
who would help train and advise
prosecutors on these types of cases
before the Commonwealth of
Kentucky.   In November of 1999,
Attorney General Ben Chandler asked
her to head up his Victims Advocacy
Division as its Acting Director.
Chandler needed a proven prosecutor
to help him advise the state’s
commonwealth  and  county attorneys
on how to  better put criminals of
domestic and child abuse behind bars.

Under Susan’s direction, the Victims
Advocacy Division primarily advises
crime victims that are being
represented by the Attorney General’s
Special Prosecutions Unit.  It also
provides a similar role to any  other
state prosecutor’s office facing

 similar cases. Furthermore, the
division  offers  support to  the victims
of criminals facing the death penalty
as they sit through the often difficult
oral argument stage of death penalty
proceedings.

Another important aspect of the
division is its capacity as a resource.
Victims Advocay Division provides
various manuals on domestic
violence, child sexual abuse, and
updates in Kentucky and federal law
for victims.  As well, the division
provides training at the Kentucky
Prosecutor’s Conference, Kentucky
Prosecutor’s Institute, and the
Victims Assistance Conference.  It
is the Victim Advocay division that
operates the Kentucky Prosecutors’
Institute, which trains prosecutors
state wide on various issues regarding
prosecution including those of
domestic violence and child sexual
abuse.  Blake’s division,  in
conjunction with the Justice Cabinet,
will produce its 3rd   annual Victims
Assistance Conference this October
for approximately 400 participants

ranging from victim advocates,
prosecutors, social workers, nurses,
and victims.

Ms. Blake and her division help
advise victims groups on the law and
any introduced bills presented by the
Kentucky legislature.  The Victim
Advocacy Division was instrumental
in advising legislators and victim
advocates on Meghan’s law adopted
by the 1998 legislature and amended
in 2000.

Currently, Susan and her staff are
working to make Kentucky’s 10th
Anniversary Victims’ Rights Day a
success.  This year’s event on April
23rd will include recognition of law
enforcement and volunteers who have
ensured the rights of victims by Victims
Advocacy and the US Attorneys
Eastern and Western District Offices.
The event will conclude with national
speaker John Walsh of America’s
Most Wanted.  For more information,
please call Lindsay Campbell  at
502/696-5312.

Profile of Susan Blake
Director of Victims Advocacy Division
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Ernest Greer, who celebrated his 101st birthday on December 18, 2000, officially marked passage into a third
century when the clock struck midnight on New Year’s Eve.  “ I was born in Morgan County on Grassy
Creek,” Greer said.  “After two or three weeks we moved to Ficklin Road between Jeffersonville and Camargo.”
He has lived in the small community of Camargo in Montgomery County since 1941.

One of 10 children, Greer spent his youth engaged in activities very different from those of today’s kids.  “I
used to trap as a boy, “ Greer said.  “There were all kinds of animals.  I learned to set the trap and stay away
from it.  I could get $8 for pole cats (skunks) and $25 for mink.  I could not get less than $1 for muskrat and
opossum.”  Mr. Greer would run 50 traps each morning and attributes this regimen to his health.

When he was a boy, there were only a few roads in Montgomery County.   Consequently, he did not learn how
to drive until he was 17 years old.  “I was 17 when I started driving and smoking,” Greer said.  “I was standing
around when a fellow with a new car asked me if I wanted to go and pick up a fellow who had come back
from Virginia.  He told me I had to learn sometime.”  “The road was all rock,” Greer added. “ You would run
over big rocks.  You would be lucky to get into town without having a blowout.”

Greer, who has outlived all but one of his siblings, has managed to survive several close calls over the years.
When he was in his mid-20s, Greer and four others were admitted to the hospital at close to the same time for
appendicitis.  “I had my appendix taken out in 1924 or 1925.  The hospital was in an old house and only two
of the five (admitted) made it.”  Greer didn’t return to the hospital until 1998.

In 1924, Greer wed Lucille Murphy in a unique ceremony.  “It was a double wedding.  Hanson Wells, a friend
of mine, and I married two sisters.  We stayed together 73 years” Greer added.  The couple produced an
extensive family including 4 children, Robert, David, Mitchell and Carolyn, 12 grandchildren, 24 great grand-
children, and 3 great-great grandchildren.  During the Depression, he remembers it was a treat to go to a
movie, which cost $0.15 and allowed for a chance at a drawing of flour or sugar.  He recalls you could get land
for $4/acre.

One of Greer’s first jobs was to pitch baseball for Camargo against an impressive Mount Sterling team
although he was never a student there.  He had attended Jeffersonville School.  After his betrothal, Mr. Greer
held an assortment of other jobs.  Greer was a carpenter, raised both tobacco and sorghum, and said much of
what the family sat down to eat he raised.  Later, he ran his own business.  “In the early 1930s, we started the
Greer/Richardson Wholesale Company.We sold feed and canned goods to grocery stores.”  In 1941, Greer
started a retail grocery and did that for 29 years.  “Everybody would charge all year long.  They would wait
until the tobacco came in.   They would pay at the end of the year after the tobacco was sold,”  Greer stated.
At the grocery, Mr. Greer had a feed room, fertilizer, kerosene, and a chicken house.  “You could buy anything
you wanted out of that store,” Greer added.  Greer who quit driving in the 1970s, thinks one of the biggest
changes he’s seen was in transportation.  He can remember in his youth the treat it was to stand on a fence post
and watch one of the few automobiles that would pass through his community.  While his first car was a 1917
Model T , he believes airplanes were the biggest change he witnessed through his life.
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Memories from

Three Centuries
Some information taken from

Mt. Sterling Advocate
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CHANDLER
RELEASES REPORT

ON CEMETERIES

Attorney General Ben Chandler re-
leased a Special Report relating to
the  office’s investigation of three
Louisville cemeteries – Eastern,
Greenwood and Schardein.  The
cemeteries have been experiencing
problems and neglect over a decade.
In September 2000, at the request
of Louisville Alderwoman Denise
Bentley,  Attorney  General Chan-
dler  began an investigation of  the
operations of the cemeteries.  Inves-
tigators from the Consumer Protec-
tion Division conducted an initial in-
spection of the cemeteries in Septem-
ber.  “The cemeteries were over-
grown with tall grass and weeds,
many grave markers were partially
or completely concealed in the brush,
and others were dislodged or bro-
ken,” said Chandler.   It was dis-
graceful,”  he said.  “There are
115,000 people of diverse races,
religions and backgrounds buried in
these cemeteries, people who were
laid to eternal rest by their families
and loved ones, and they have a right
to rest in the peace and dignity of
properly maintained grave cites and
cemetery grounds,” Chandler said.

 “That is why I along with many of
your local leaders are offering a pro-
posal for a long term  and  hopefully
permanent solution that will  ensure
that these cemeteries are properly

 maintained for years to come,” said
Chandler.  Chandler was joined by
Alderwoman Bentley, other  mem-
bers of the Board of Alderman,
members of Jefferson County Fiscal
Court, and other civic leaders in
thisproposal.

“We propose that the General As-
sembly enact legislation that would
provide for a new balance of com-
bined cemetery trust monies in the
amount of $2,000,000” Chandler
said.  “The $2,000,000 combined
balance would be created primarily
from four sources,” he said.  “First,
there is approximately $500,000 on
deposit in the current Cemetery Trust
Fund.”  “Second, we propose that
the General Assembly transfer $1.25
million to an additional Cemetery
Trust Fund to be maintained in the
State Treasury using the over $1.25
million in unbudgeted money that the
Attorney General’s Office has recov-
ered through a variety of lawsuits filed
by our consumer protection  division
for the benefit of consumers gener-
ally,” Chandler said.

“We further propose that the next
$125,000  be raised through local
community fundraising efforts,” said
Chandler.  “After which we would
propose that the General Assembly
then match those local funds dollar-
to-dollar for the remaining
$125,000” Chandler said.

“We believe that these funds would
be more than sufficient to properly
maintain these three cemeteries dur-

ing the years ahead,” Chandler said.
“The funds would be prudently in-
vested, and approximately $125,000
of the annual income would be used
for mowing, regular maintenance, ge-
nealogical research, and historic rec-
ognition,” he said.

NOTCH BABIES
ADVISORY

ATTORNEY GENERAL NEWSBEAT:

Attorney General Chandler, in conjunc-
tion with the Better Business Bureau of
Kentucky (BBB), announced that se-
niors should  get facts before making
donations to organizations seeking con-
tributions in support of  “Notch Reform”
legislation which some organizations al-
lege provide unequal Social Security
benefits for seniors born certain years.

General Chandler said, “In an effort to
insure that seniors are provided with
accurate information concerning these
solicitations, they should contact the
Social Security Administration,  Ameri-
can Association of Retired Persons
(AARP), and the Office of the Attor-
ney General’s Consumer Protection
Division to confirm the legitimacy of
these organizations.”

The Social Security Administration may
be contacted by calling 1-800-772-
1213 .  The AARP may be contacted
by calling 1-800-424-3410.  The BBB
may be contacted by calling 1-859-
259-1008(Lexington office) or 502-
583-1099 (Louisville office).  Finally,
Consumer Protection can be contacted
at 1-888-432-9257.
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Name of Event Location Date
SENIOR CRIME COLLEGE Bardstown Senior Center April  4 , 2001

Bardstown 9:30  a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
For more information regarding this event, please contact Glenda Parrent at 502/349-0516.

SENIOR CRIME COLLEGE Johnson  Mathers Health Care April  10, 2001
Carlisle 1:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.

For more information regarding this event, please contact Cassinda Bechannan at 859/289-7181.

KAG CONFERENCE Paintsville April  16 - 18, 2001
For more information regarding these events, please contact Rhonda Davis at 606/269-8021.

SENIOR CRIME COLLEGE Pike County Senior Center April 19, 2001
Pikeville 9:30  a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

For more information regarding this event, please contact Karen Compton at 606/639-9089.

SENIOR CRIME COLLEGE Marshall County Senior Center April  26, 2001
Benton 9:00  a.m. - 11:15 a.m.

For more information regarding this event, please contact Jennie Bowlin at 270/527-3121.

SENIOR CRIME COLLEGE Muhlenberg Co.Senior Center May  1, 2001
Central City 9:30  a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

For more information regarding this event, please contact Carolyn Ellis at 270/338-6222.

SENIOR CRIME COLLEGE Russellville Senior Center May  2, 2001
Russellville 9:30  a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

For more information regarding this event, please contact Juanita Marshall at 270/726-7884.

SENIORS DAY OUT Somerset Mall May  9, 2001
Somerset 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

For more information regarding this event, please contact Irene Vertrees at 606/678-5001.

SENIORS DAY OUT Home Extension Office May  16, 2001
Lexington 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

For more information regarding this event, please contact Carol Ballard at 859/252-1771.

SENIORS DAY OUT Kentucky Oaks Mall May  22, 2001
Paducah 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

For more information regarding this event, please contact Marie Harding at 270/442-8993.

SENIORS CRIME COLLEGE Bowling Green Housing Authority May  23, 2001
Bowling Green 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

For more information regarding this event, please contact Lori Powers at 270/843-6607.

SENIORS CRIME COLLEGE Henderson Co. Senior Center May  30, 2001
Henderson 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

For more information regarding this event, please contact Steve Rust at 270/827-2948.
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ATTORNEY GENERAL NEWSBEAT:

Under the terms of our  agreement,
USPE will send the refunds to a
designated third party administra-
tor, Gilardi  & Company to dis-
tribute the refunds to consumers.
There is no charge whatsoever to
the consumers,” said Chandler.

Anyone who has received a call
should contact the Attorney
General’s Consumer Protection
Division at 1-888-432-9257 or
502-696-5389.

The Office of the Attorney General (OAG) does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age or disability in employment or in the provision of
services.  The OAG provides, upon request, reasonable accommodation including auxiliary aids and services necessary to afford individuals with disabilities an equal
opportunity to participate in all programs and activities.  The OAG intends that no person shall be excluded from participation in, denied the benefits of, or
otherwise subjected to discrimination under any program or activity operated by the OAG.  The OAG intends to bind all entities operating under its jurisdiction
and control to fully comply with and abide by the spirit and intent of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.                            Printed with State Funds

Presorted Standard
U S Postage

PAID
Frankfort, KY
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Attorney General Ben Chandler
has received information regard-
ing  bogus telephone calls which
are being made to consumers
who will be receiving refunds
from a former sweepstakes
company.

The caller claims to be with US
Purchasing Exchange (USPE)
and claims he will be able to get
each consumer over $200,000 in
refunds from USPE for  several
thousand  dollars in up front fees.

Attorney General Chandler  said,
“These calls are not legitimate.
The caller is not a representative
from US Purchasing Exchange.”

USPE has entered into an agree-
ment with Kentucky as well as 48
other  states and Washington,
D.C., to make refunds to former
customers.  Early this month, the
Attorney General’s office mailed
lettersout to 836 Kentucky con-
sumers regarding the processing
of the refund claims.
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